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adolescent arrogance to the Prince of Wales. He had
been bidden to Sandringham for the Prince's birthday,
but broke off his visit the day before the anniversary
and went back to Cumberland Lodge. It says much for
the Prince's forbearance that he consented to go to
William's wedding, and it is not surprising that the
Princess of Wales did not accompany him. She took
a great dislike to her nephew, which deepened as his
qualities developed, and whenever possible she avoided
meeting him. His wedding took place in February 1881,
and his mother felt that pang of belated regret for those
last inharmonious years which springs from sentimentality
rather than sentiment. Frankly they disliked each other,
and it was a relief to both that these daily contacts were
at an end. That ' perfect confidence and love ' which
once existed between them was in tatters from incessant
friction. They got on each other's nerves, and for such
irritations there is no cure. Absence is the only possible
treatment, and even that is only palliative.

The twenty-fifth anniversary of the marriage of the
Crown Prince and Princess came round in 1883, and
the Prince of Wales went to Berlin for the celebration of
it. He still wanted, if possible, to be a friendly uncle
to William, and, since Queen Victoria's gift of a Highland
costume of Stuart tartan had been so much appreciated,
he took him a new one. Stuart tartan, in fact, was
becoming symbolic: it reminded William once more that
he belonged to the Clan. He was delighted with it,
and had himself photographed at full length, so that
bonnet and sporran and kilt and the dirk in his stocking
could all be manifest. But even while he looked at the
handsome prints dark and subtle thoughts wove themselves
in his brain, and when he distributed signed copies of